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Spring, 2020 
 

Purpose: 
 
Emergency Remote Learning Days eliminate the loss of instructional time during 
unscheduled school closures.  If a Remote Learning Day is necessary, it is considered a 
regular school attendance day and does not need to be made up at the end of the 
school year.  
 
The purpose of Remote Learning Days are to provide a continuum of learning for 
students in the event that school facilities need to close.  Teachers leverage the 
district’s 1:1 and other technology resources to provide students with relevant, 
meaningful and manageable assignments that students can be engaged in when 
Remote Learning has been deemed necessary.  The goal is to minimize disruption to 
the academic progress caused by emergency school closures and to make emergency 
days as educationally productive and engaging as possible. 
 
Background: 
 
In the 2018-2019 school year, District 87 piloted the use of E-Learning for two of its 
emergency days. Approved by the Board of Education, these E-Learning Days provided 
the opportunity for students and staff to engage in learning in real-time while school 
facilities were closed.  
 
District 87 had its E-Learning Plan for the 2019-2020 school year approved by the 
Board of Education and West 40 Intermediate Service Center on behalf of the State 
Board of Education. 
 
 
The Plan: 
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The following plan incorporates the elements of the approved E-Learning Plan, as well 
as the remote learning guidance provided by the Illinois State Board of Education. 
 

● How Will Students Participate? 
○ All students will have access to a Chromebook device to use at home. If a 

family is in need of a device, they may notify the District to have one 
provided. 

○ Students who have access to devices and Internet at home will be able to 
access their remote learning activities online. 

○ Free Wi-Fi hotspots are available on an as-needed basis for families 
without Internet access at home. Families should contact the District if 
they are in need of a Wi-Fi hotspot (access the Tech Request form here). 

○ All students will have access to prepared learning materials in an online 
format. 

○ Students are encouraged to complete all assignments, but no child’s 
grade or academic standing will be harmed as a result of their work during 
remote learning days. 

○ Teachers will monitor student engagement for the purpose of wellness 
checks on a weekly basis. 

● How will staff and students receive adequate training for Remote Learning 
days? 

○ The District will ensure that all staff have the ability to login to the 
necessary online programs that will be used for E-Learning (GCN, Google 
Classroom, etc.) 

○ Remote Learning Planning Days will be used (maximum of 5 allowable 
days) to provide time for teachers to plan and receive professional 
learning to support remote learning instruction. 

● How and when will the District provide effective notice to students and 
their parents or guardians of the use of particular days for Remote 
Learning? 

○ Remote Learning Days during the COVID-19 pandemic will be determined 
by the Governor of Illinois. Notification is sent to all families in a timely 
manner via email, phone, and all forms of parent communication. 

● What are the learning expectations during Remote Learning? 
○ During a time of crisis, it is not the intent of this type of learning to replicate 

a full day of instruction. Recommendations for minimum and maximum 
instruction have been established to help guide teachers in their planning 
for student learning. The new recommended guidelines for student 
instructional times are as follows: 
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○ It is the District’s expectation that all students engage with their teachers 

in some form during Remote Learning, while understanding that each 
child’s circumstances are unique.  

○ If a child is unable to participate in any way during remote learning, we ask 
that parents notify the teacher or school as soon as possible. 

● Will student work be graded during Remote Learning Days? 
○ Grading should focus on the continuation of learning and prioritize the 

connectedness and care for students and staff. All students should have 
the opportunity to redo, make up, try again to complete, show progress, or 
attempt to complete work assigned prior to the Remote Learning Days in 
that time frame.  

○ No child’s grades will be negatively impacted as a result of the Remote 
Learning Days. No child will be considered for retention this year.  

○ Parents/guardians will not see their child's progress in Skyward during 
remote learning. Instead, teachers will be providing meaningful and 
constructive feedback to students and parents on the child’s 
activity/assignment. Final grades will be made available as part of the 
child’s report card at the end of the school year. 

● Will there be any State Assessments this year? 
○ Illinois has received a waiver for all remaining state assessments for the 

year. There will be no IAR or other state assessments this year. 
● How will the District ensure home or remote access for students as well as 

non-electronic materials for students without access? 
○ The District provides Wi-fi hotspots to families based on an as-needed 

basis. These are taken home to provide Internet access outside of school. 
○ All students have access to a Chromebook for use at home. 
○ It is our goal to have all students connect online for their remote learning. 

If there are circumstances that prevent this from happening, the District 
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will work with individual families to provide alternative learning 
opportunities. 

● How will the District ensure appropriate learning opportunities for students 
with special needs? 

○ Teachers review all IEP’s individually on an ongoing basis throughout the 
year. Classroom teachers, in collaboration with the Special Education 
team, will address student needs for remote learning on an individual 
basis. 

○ Any child who has specific learning or accessibility needs will receive the 
appropriate supports or modifications as part of their remote learning plan. 
Any related service minutes will be provided in an alternative format that 
meets remote learning guidelines to the best of the District’s ability. 

● How will the District monitor and verify each student’s participation? 
○ Teachers will monitor student participation on a weekly basis and provide 

feedback as appropriate. While attendance will not be taken daily, it is the 
District’s priority to ensure that all students are accounted for on a weekly 
basis and conduct wellness checks for safety and other areas of need. 

● How will students and staff transition back to in-school learning when 
Remote Learning ends? 

○ When school buildings are allowed to reopen for in-person instruction, the 
following will be considered as we transition in District 87: 

■ Allow for at least one day of planning for staff to prepare to receive 
students on-site. 

■ Upon reopening, staff and students will focus on reconnecting and 
supporting the social emotional needs created as a result of the 
time away from school. 

■ Supports will be available for students and families to transition 
back to daily on-site school. 

■ Teachers will assess the status of student learning to create a new 
baseline for students to move forward and establish a plan for filling 
in learning gaps that may have occurred as a result of remote 
learning. 

■ Adjustments to learning expectations may need to be made to 
provide for opportunities to fill learning gaps. 
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